MODERN TRAVEL

the Government auctions the remaining two-
thirds of the catch each evening when the boats
come in. Why the State should not continue to
direct the whole business nobody knows, but that
is the way we have always done the thing in Ceylon.
The private buyers bear off their purchases to their
own " kottus " or enclosures, and leave them to
rot for a week or ten days in a canoe or any large
receptacle, shielded from direct sunshine or strong
light, but deliberately easy of access to the flies.
Not unnaturally, they are not odours of Araby
that are wafted from the pearling camps at this
stage. Putrefaction being more or less complete,
the whole mess is rinsed repeatedly in clean water,
miscellaneous rubbish all removed, and the resi-
due left to strain on a black cloth. From now
onwards lynx-eyed attention is necessary to avoid
wastage. You will observe, for example, the
precaution of the black cloth. Again and again
the stuff is gone through, and long after the
fishery is over and all the genuine pearling folk
have departed the wild jungle women of this
desolate coast may be observed scratching in the
sand for the almost invisible seed-pearls that in
bulk are in enormous request on the mainland,
alike for the ornamentation of rich embroideries
and the supply of chanum (powdered lime for
betel-chewing) for princes and other very parti-
cular people who can afford such extravagances.
But only the tiniest seed-pearls escape in this way,
all other grades up to the size of an average pea
or even larger being graded in colanders which
run from the finest sieve-mesh up to a strainer
in which there may be twenty apertures within
the circumference of an average-sized ash-tray.